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Foreword 

 

Constitutionalism, Rule of Law and Democractic 

Governance in Nigeria: The Legacy of Professor Jadesola 

Akande 

 

Paper presented  by Professor Olaide A Gbadamosi, SAN at 

the 2026 NIALS MEMORIAL LECTURE in honour of Late 

Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande held at the Nigerian 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Lagos 22 April, 2026. 

 

Protocols  

The distinguished Chairman of the occasion and Dean of Law, 

University of Lagos Professor Abiola Sanni, SAN  

The Special Guest of Honour and Vice Chancellor, Professor 

Ibiyemi Olatunji-Bello, Lagos State University  

My Lords, Spiritual and Temporal 

The Director General, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal 

Studies, Professor Abdul Quadri Ibrahim Abikan, Ph d, FIAIB 

Other Principal Officers of the NIALS  

Members of the Family of Late Professor Jadesola Olayinka 

Akande, OFR 

Members of the Press 

Invited Guests  

Distinguished Personalities, Ladies and Gentlemen 

All other Protocols duly observed. 

  

I feel greatly honoured to be invited to serve as a Guest 

Lecturer on the above stated topic in memory of an academic 

giant and trail blazer, Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande 

who has left giant footprints in the sands of time and a great 

inspiration for our generations.  



1 

 

 

1.1 Conceptual framework 

1.1 Constitutionalism 

The Black’s Laws Dictionary defines constitutionalism as “a 

complex of ideas, attitudes, and patterns of behavior 

elaborating the principle that the authority of government 

derives from and is limited by a body of fundamental laws.1 

Constitutionalism is the idea, often associated with the political 

theories of John Locke and the founders of the American 

Republic, that government can and should be legally limited in 

its powers, and that its authority or legitimacy depends on its 

observing these limitations.2   

 Constitutionalism and good governance can only be 

effective when they are constrained by the law and this occurs 

when the law is applied equally to the powerful and the weak, 

to the rich and poor alike and when there are qualified 

independent institutions in place to enforce the law in a free, 

fair and equitable manner.3   

 Constitutionalism, the rule of law, and democratic 

governance in Nigeria are strong pillars upon which 

sustainable democracy rests but in Nigeria, it is confronted 

with significant challenges, such as weak institutions, 

corruption, and disregard for court orders. Despite these 

challenges, the concepts of constitutionalism and the rule of 

                                                 
1. Black’s Laws Dictionary, 94th edition, West Group Publishing St. Paul, 

Minnesota, 2011). 

2. <https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/constitutionalism/. 

3. K Urhibo, “The Prospective Nexus between Constitutionalism, the Rule of 

Law and Democratic Good Governance: The Nigerian Experience” , (2023) 

Beijing Law Review, 584 – 605. 

 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/constitutionalism/
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law are viewed as essential for Nigeria's stability and 

sustainable development.  

 In order to strengthen Nigeria‖s constitutionalism, the 

courts are essential as in any constitutional issue brought 

before it, the court must be dogged, relentless and also 

exercise some forms activism too.4 While Nigeria has made 

significant progress in promoting constitutionalism, rule of law 

and democratic governance, challenges such as corruption, 

weak institutions, disobedience of court orders, poor 

enforcement of laws and political interference persist.  

 Section 14 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria, (1999 as amended)  provides that “the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria shall be a state based on the principle of 

democracy and social justice.” Furthermore, subsection (2) (c) 

provides for the means through which the country can 

democratize, which must be in accordance with the provisions 

of the Constitution.  

 

1.2  Rule of Law 

The term “rule of law” refers to a government founded on 

legal principles rather than those of men. This concept is 

crucial for protecting rights and ensuring accountability, yet 

Nigeria ranks low on global indices due to issues such as lack 

of access to justice, weak institutions and poor enforcement of 

laws.  

 To Aristotle, the rule of law is preferable to that of any 

individual. This presupposes a situation where everything is 

done in accordance with law thereby excluding any form of 

arbitrariness.5 According to Professor A V Dicey in his lecture 

                                                 
4. Ibid. 

5. Ben Nwabueze Nigeria’s Presidential Constitution: 1979-1983. 3 - 8. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Rule+of+Law&sca_esv=fc975d16ff6c5b09&sxsrf=ANbL-n4t2Bu3xi1R8ALFRRCNQHoQ-8Ezrw%3A1774352409703&source=hp&ei=GXjCaZy8KNixhbIP-MeO6AM&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacKGKbYi-cYu_4CWVMN3pJQxdXQ03CD4&ved=2ahUKEwi3zpWmuriTAxWFS0EAHdCvH0gQgK4QegQIBBAC&uact=5&oq=constitutionalism%2C+rule+of+law+and+democractic+governance+in+Nigeria&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IkRjb25zdGl0dXRpb25hbGlzbSwgcnVsZSBvZiBsYXcgYW5kIGRlbW9jcmFjdGljIGdvdmVybmFuY2UgaW4gTmlnZXJpYTIFECEYoAFIou8CUABYg8MCcAF4AJABAJgB3gOgAclpqgEKMC41LjQ4LjIuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCOqACsmzCAgwQIxiABBgTGCcYigXCAgQQIxgnwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICBRAAGIAEwgIKECMYgAQYJxiKBcICCBAAGIAEGMsBwgIEEAAYHsICBhAAGBYYHsICCBAAGBYYChgewgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAgUQABjvBcICBBAhGBWYAwCSBwoxLjMuNTAuMi4yoAeNiAOyBwowLjMuNTAuMi4yuAetbMIHCTIuMTAuNDQuMsgH_gGACAA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfCYCp5GKrs4QVCThhOWKVKikinQQpluiwRu1xZBzwkm7cOybWm5WVKqDx9G9l9eDhsVCWw1wEVluGi0HD0UC6w4xoWFlp-1WpFCv25BSlWrqGdM465arXGnhE7FnwYB7DPd4UCLnOccR-P5o12mJXbojJ6xAohh_Kgf9Xtwz0EOGqE&csui=3
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on English Law at the University of Oxford in 1885, the 

concept of the Rule of Law connotes three things.6 Firstly, it 

connotes the “absolute supremacy or predominance of regular 

law as opposed to the influence of arbitrary power and 

excludes the existence of arbitrariness, of prerogative, or even 

of wide discretionary authority on the part of the government.7 

Secondly, it means equality before the law, or the equal 

subjection of all classes to the ordinary laws of the land 

administered by the ordinary law courts.  Thirdly, according to 

Dicey, the rule of law may be used as a formula for expressing 

the fact that with us, the laws of the constitution, the rules 

which in foreign countries naturally form part of a 

constitutional case are not the source but the consequence of 

the right of individuals as defined and enforced by the court. 8 

 From Dicey‖s three postulations, it could be inferred that 

in any given society, before the Rule of Law could be said to 

exist, the following must be in place:  

 

(a) supremacy of written regular law made by the 

lawmakers;  

(b) certainty and regularity of law;  

(c) absence of arbitrary or wide discretionary powers of 

governments or its agencies;  

(d) equality before the law; (e) administration of the law by 

the ordinary law courts; and  

                                                 
6. A V Dicey, Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Constitution 

(Macmillan and  Co. London, 1885).  

7. A V Dicey, The Law of the Constitution (New York: Routledge 1990). 202 - 

203 

8. Ibid. 
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(f) enforcement of some minimum rights.9 It is obvious that 

the doctrine of the Rule of Law is one of the pillars 

upon which true democracy and good governance is 

established.10 

 

1.3  Democratic Governance in Nigeria 

Democratic governance is a system where leaders are elected 

by citizens and held accountable to them, ensuring power is 

derived from the people. It involves regular, free, and fair 

elections, rule of law, and protection of rights. Without 

constitutionalism and its limits, democracy can become 

arbitrary. 11 

 Key components of democratic governance include:12 

 

 Popular Sovereignty: The people are the ultimate 

source of authority. 

 Accountability: Leaders are accountable to the people 

through mechanisms like elections, independent 

judiciaries, and civil society. 

 Constitutionalism: The government is bound by a 

Constitution that limits its power, preventing arbitrary 

rule and protecting minority rights. 

 Rule of Law: Laws are equally enforced and applied to 

all, preventing the arbitrary use of power. 

 Free and Fair Elections: Regular, transparent elections 

ensure leaders represent the popular will and can be 

removed if they fail to meet their responsibilities.  

                                                 
9. Mohammed Akinola Akomolafe, “The Rule of Law and its Practice in 

Nigeria: An Assessment.” (2020) Vol. 2, No..2. Makurdi Journal of 

Philosophy. 17. 

10.   Ibid.  

11. Democracy “<https://civiced.org> accessed 4 April, 2026. 

12. Ibid. 

https://civiced.org/
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Charlie Nwekeaku avers that “these three concepts; namely, 

the rule of law, democracy and good governance are so 

interrelated that one is tempted to liken their relationship to 

that of Siamese twins”.13 In order for democracy and good 

governance to function and for the rule of law to be respected 

in order to promote sustainable development, constitutionalism 

then becomes a cornerstone.14  

 While Nigeria has made significant progress in promoting 

constitutionalism,  rule of law, and democratic governance, 

challenges such as weak enforcement of its laws, impunity, a 

legacy of military rule, corruption, weak institutions, and 

political interference persist. Strengthening Nigeria's 

democracy will thus among others necessitate reinforcing the 

judiciary's independence, promoting civic education, 

upholding human rights, strengthening institutions, ensuring 

strict adherence to court rulings, and increasing political 

accountability.  

 As stated by the UNDP, the following are some examples 

of how effective good governance is defined in societal terms:  

 

1) Participation—All men and women should be involved in 

decision-making, either directly or through 

representatives and this participation must be based on 

freedom of speech and association, 

                                                 
13. Charlie Nkeaku. “The Rule of Law, Democracy and Good Governance in 

Nigeria” Vol, 1, No, 2. (2014) Global Journal of Political Science and 

Administration. 26. 

14. Kesiena Urhibo, “The Prospective Nexus between Constitutionalism, the 

Rule of Law and Democratic Good Governance: The Nigerian Experience” 

Vol.14 No.2 (2023) Beijing Law Review. 

 

https://www.scirp.org/journal/articles?searchcode=Kesiena++Urhibo&searchfield=authors&page=1
https://www.scirp.org/journal/home?issueid=17935#124985
https://www.scirp.org/journal/journalarticles?journalid=260
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2) Rule of law—Laws, especially those pertaining to human 

rights, should be fair and equally enforced across board,  

3) Transparency—Information should flow freely and this is 

the foundation of transparency. People who are 

interested in information should have direct access to 

processes, institutions and information,  

4) Responsiveness—Institutions and processes work to 

accommodate all parties involved,  

5) Consensus orientation—Good governance mediates 

conflicting interests to reach a broad consensus on what 

is in the best interest of the group and where possible, on 

policies and procedures,  

6) Equity—Every man and woman has the opportunity to 

maintain or improve their wellbeing 

7) Effectiveness and Efficiency—Institutions and processes 

deliver results that meets needs, while making the best 

use of resources,  

8) Accountability—Institutional stakeholders as well as the 

general public hold decision-makers in government, the 

private sector and civil society organisations 

accountable.15 

2. LEGACIES OF PROFESSOR JADESOLA OLAYINKA 

AKANDE (15 NOVEMBER 1940 – 29 APRIL 2008) 

2.1 Leadership in Higher Education 

Professor  Jadesola Olayinka Debo-Akande was a legal icon, 

human rights activist and an academic giant widely-acclaimed 

for her contributions in legal education and women 

development. She was a woman of many firsts. Her 

                                                 
15. Kesiena Urhibo, The Prospective Nexus between Constitutionalism, the Rule 

of Law and Democratic Good Governance: The Nigerian Experience. 

Vol.14 No.2. (2023) Beijing Law Review.  

https://www.scirp.org/journal/articles?searchcode=Kesiena++Urhibo&searchfield=authors&page=1
https://www.scirp.org/journal/home?issueid=17935#124985
https://www.scirp.org/journal/journalarticles?journalid=260
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scholarship and academic achievements led to a historic 

milestone when she became Nigeria‖s first female Professor of 

Law in 1981. In 1989, she broke new grounds by becoming 

the first female Vice Chancellor of Lagos State University, a 

position she held until 1993. Her appointment marked a 

significant moment in the history of Nigerian higher education. 

At a time when university leadership roles were still largely 

occupied by men, her appointment represented an important 

shift toward broader representation in academic governance. 

Her experience as a legal scholar and educator helped shape 

her leadership approach, reinforcing the importance of 

academic standards, research development, and institutional 

growth.16  

 As Vice Chancellor, her leadership contributed immensely 

to the improvement of university‖s reputation and better quality 

of Lagos State University Graduates. As a trailblazer, she 

demonstrated that women can excel in the legal profession and 

academic leadership and her achievements continue to inspire 

future generations. 17 Her experience as a legal scholar and 

educator helped shape her leadership approach, reinforcing the 

importance of academic standards, research development, and 

institutional growth.18 

 

2.2 Legal Education as a Tool for Democracy 

She vigorously played a major role in improving legal 

education standards in Nigeria. She reinforced the link 

between legal education and democratic stability. As the first 

                                                 
16. “Jadesola Akande, The Woman who became Nigeria‖s first female Professor 

of Law” 

<https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-

nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/> accessed 2 April, 2026. 

17. Ibid. 

18. Ibid.  
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female Vice Chancellor of Lagos State University (1989–

1993), she strengthened higher education governance.  As one 

of the first prominent female professors of law in Nigeria, she 

was a trailblazer for Women in Law and Leadership who 

broke barriers in a male-dominated field. She inspired 

generations of lawyers and academics grounded in democratic 

values. 

 Her career stands as a reminder that the advancement of 

education and justice often depends on individuals willing to 

use their knowledge and positions to strengthen institutions and 

expand opportunity for others. Through teaching, legal 

scholarship, advocacy for women‖s rights, and leadership 

within universities and national institutions, she demonstrated 

how knowledge and leadership can shape society. Her life 

continues to remind readers that lasting change often comes 

from those who combine intellectual achievement with a 

commitment to justice and opportunity for others. 19 

 

2.3  Scholarly Publications 20 

Professor Akande authored several publications that addressed 

gaps in Nigerian jurisprudence, particularly in constitutional 

law, family law and gender law.  

 

2.3.1 Her 1979 work, Laws and Customs Affecting Women's 

Status in Nigeria systematically critiqued discriminatory 

elements in statutory, customary, and Islamic legal 

frameworks, such as inheritance restrictions and marital 
                                                 
19.  Jadesola Akande, the woman who became Nigerias first female Professor of 

Law/ accessed 7 April, 2026. <https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-

akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/>. 

accessed 7 April, 2026. 

20. “Jadesola Akande” <https://grokipedia.com/page/jadesola_akande>. 

accessed 8 April, 2026. 

file:///C:/Users/HABIBA%20TRISHA/Desktop/2026%20LECTURE%20FOLDER/Jadesola%20Akande,%20the%20woman%20who%20became%20Nigerias%20first%20female%20Professor%20of%20Law/
file:///C:/Users/HABIBA%20TRISHA/Desktop/2026%20LECTURE%20FOLDER/Jadesola%20Akande,%20the%20woman%20who%20became%20Nigerias%20first%20female%20Professor%20of%20Law/
https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/
https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/
https://grokipedia.com/page/jadesola_akande%3e.%20accessed%208
https://grokipedia.com/page/jadesola_akande%3e.%20accessed%208
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property rights, while proposing alignments with constitutional 

guarantees of equality under sections 39 and 40 of the 1979 

Constitution.21 By drawing attention to the legal and social 

barriers faced by women, the work contributed to wider 

discussions on legal reform and gender equality.22  

 

2.3.2 Legal Status of Children in Nigeria examined 

protections for minors under English common law derivatives, 

native customs, and emerging statutes like the Children and 

Young Persons Act, focusing on custody disputes, illegitimacy 

penalties, and guardianship provisions, with emphasis on 

evidentiary standards in family courts.23 

 

2.3.3 Her article "A Decade of Human Rights in Nigeria," 

featured in the edited volume New Dimensions in Nigerian 

Law (1989), assessed implementation shortfalls in civil and 

political rights post-1960 independence, citing data from 

reported violations under military decrees and civilian 

administrations, and critiquing the absence of dedicated 

enforcement bodies.24 

 

2.3.4 Her book, Annotation of the Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (1979) with germane topics on 

Constitutionalism, fundamental human rights and separation of 

                                                 
21. “Late Professor Jadesola Olayinka- Debo-Akande-OFR  

<https://dawncommission.org/late-prof-jadesola-olayinka-debo-akande-

ofr/> accessed 5 April, 2026. 

22. <https://archivi.ng/the-archivist/stories/issue-3/nigerian-women-in-

history/jadesola-akande.> accessed 4 April, 2026. 

23.“Legal_Status_of_Children_in_Nigeria” 

<https://books.google.com/books/about/Legal_Status_of_Children_in_Ni

geria.htm>. accessed 2 April, 2026. 

24. “Jadesola Akande” <https://grokipedia.com> accessed 1 April, 2026. 

https://archivi.ng/the-archivist/stories/issue-3/nigerian-women-in-history/jadesola-akande
https://archivi.ng/the-archivist/stories/issue-3/nigerian-women-in-history/jadesola-akande
https://books.google.com/books/about/Legal_Status_of_Children_in_Nigeria.htm.
https://books.google.com/books/about/Legal_Status_of_Children_in_Nigeria.htm.
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powers became a rich reference text in Nigerian Constitutional 

Law for students, lawyers, jurists and policymakers.  

 

2.3.5 Scholarly volumes like Reflections on Nigerian Law 

Volume 2, dedicated to her legacy, feature essays that 

honoured her impact on Nigerian jurisprudence and female 

participation in academia.25 

 

The above publications advanced interpretive approaches by 

cross-referencing Nigerian provisions with international 

instruments like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

influencing academic curricula at institutions such as the 

University of Lagos, Lagos State University and Nigerian 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies where Akande held 

professorial roles.26  

 

3. National Recognition and Legacy 

Over the course of her career, Professor Akande received 

national honours including Officer of the Order of the Federal 

Republic, OFR, and Commander of the Order of the Niger, 

CON, recognising her contributions to education, legal 

scholarship, and national development.27 She served as Pro 

Chancellor and Chairman of Council of the Federal University 

of Technology, Akure and left her footprints in the sands of 

time during her period of service. As a symbolic recognition 

                                                 
25.<https://search.library.northwestern.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01NW

U_ INST%3AAFRINEW&tab=Everything&docid=alma> accessed 4 

April, 2026. 

26. “Jadesola Akande” <https://grokipedia.com> accessed 1 April, 2026. 

27. “Jadesola Akande, the woman who became Nigeria‖s first female Professor 

of law</https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-

became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/> accessed 29 March, 2026. 

https://search.library.northwestern.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01NWU_%09INST%3AAFRINEW&tab=Everything&docid=alma
https://search.library.northwestern.edu/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01NWU_%09INST%3AAFRINEW&tab=Everything&docid=alma
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of her giant strides in establishment of educational 

infrastructures, Federal University of Technology, Akure 

named a female hostel after her name. Her life and work 

helped to reshape perceptions about women‖s leadership in law 

and academia in Nigeria. By combining scholarship, advocacy, 

and institutional leadership, she helped create pathways for 

women entering professions that had long been difficult for 

them to access.28 

 Professor Jadesola Akande died on 29 April 2008, leaving 

behind a legacy that continues to influence Nigerian legal 

scholarship, women‖s rights advocacy, and the development of 

higher education. Her career stands as a reminder that the 

advancement of education and justice often depends on 

individuals willing to use their knowledge and positions to 

strengthen institutions and expand opportunity for others.29 

 Jadesola Akande‖s story reflects the power of education, 

determination, and public service. Her rise to become 

Nigeria‖s first female professor of law marked a turning point 

in the country‖s academic history, yet her legacy reaches far 

beyond that milestone. Through teaching, legal scholarship, 

advocacy for women‖s rights, and leadership within 

universities and national institutions, she demonstrated how 

knowledge and leadership can shape society. Her life continues 

to remind readers that lasting change often comes from those 

who combine intellectual achievement with a commitment to 

justice and opportunity for others.30 

 Professor Akande is widely regarded as one of the 

foremost authorities on Nigerian constitutional law. She made 

                                                 
28. Ibid. 

29. Ibid. 

30. Ibid. 
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profound and multidimensional contributions to 

constitutionalism, the rule of law, and democratic governance 

in Nigeria through her scholarship, public service, and 

activism. Her impact can be analysed under key thematic 

areas.31 

 

4. Participation in Nigeria’s Constitutional Reform 

Processes 

Beyond the university environment, Professor Akande also 

contributed to national policy discussions and institutional 

governance. She served on the Constitutional Review 

Committee of 1987, participating in deliberations connected to 

Nigeria‖s constitutional development.32 She was a leading and 

vocal member of the 1987 Constitutional Review Committee, 

directly influencing Nigeria‖s constitutional development. 

Professor Jadesola Akande contributed immensely to shaping 

constitutional frameworks during Nigeria‖s transition periods.  

 Professor Akande played an important role in Nigeria‖s 

democratic development, particularly during periods of 

political transition. She contributed intellectually to debates on 

civil rule and governance reforms. Her work influenced legal 

and policy frameworks that support democratic institutions and 

encouraged women's participation in leadership, advocacy, 

and governance.33 

 Her legacy is strongly tied to her unwavering commitment 

to constitutionalism with emphasis on supremacy of the 

Constitution, separation of powers, judicial independence, 

accountability in governance. Through her writings and public 
                                                 
31. “Late Prof. Jadesola Olayinka Debo-Akande, (OFR) DAWN Commission.” 

<https://dawncommission.org › ...www.archivi.ng> accessed 2 April 2026. 

32. See Jadesola Akande, The Woman Who Became Nigeria's First female 

Professor” <https://historicalnigeria.com> › accessed 27 March, 2026. 

33. Ibid.  

http://www.archivi.ng/
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engagement, she advocated for strict adherence to 

constitutional provisions as the basis for a stable democracy.34 

 

5. Commitment to Access to Justice 

Professor Akande‖s work extended beyond teaching and 

writing. She believed that legal knowledge should serve 

society directly, particularly those who lacked access to 

professional legal services.35 In 1984, she established the 

Family Law Centre, an initiative designed to provide legal 

assistance to individuals and families who could not easily 

afford legal representation. The centre offered guidance and 

support in family related legal matters, helping to bridge the 

gap between legal institutions and the everyday needs of 

ordinary citizens. This initiative reflected her broader 

philosophy that the law should function as a tool for fairness 

and protection, especially for vulnerable members of society.36 

 

6. Contributions to the Rule of Law and Advocacy for 

Women’s Rights 

Professor Akande played important roles in organizing 

advocacy programs for women‖s legal rights. She served as the 

founding Executive Director of the Women Law and 

Development Centre Nigeria, an organisation devoted to 

research, legal education, public advocacy on issues affecting 

women and developed training manuals on women‖s political 

participation.  

                                                 
34. Ibid. 

35. See Jadesola Akande, The Woman Who Became Nigeria's First female 

Professor” <https://historicalnigeria.com> › accessed 27 March, 2026. 
36. Ibid. 
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Through seminars, publications, and advocacy initiatives, she 

helped promote  greater recognition of women‖s rights within 

Nigeria‖s legal and social systems.37 

 

7. Intellectual and Normative Legacy 

Professor Jadesola Akande‖s work emphasized that Law must 

serve society, that rights must be practical and enforceable 

while Governance must be anchored in legal principles. 

Jadesola Olayinka Akande stands as a central figure in 

Nigeria‖s legal and democratic development. Her legacy lies in 

deepening constitutional understanding, expanding access to 

justice, promoting gender equality and strengthening 

democratic institutions.38 

 The legacy of Jadesola Olayinka Akande (often referred to 

as Jadesola Adediran in some contexts) is profound in Nigerian 

legal scholarship, constitutional development, and advocacy 

for justice. Her contributions span academia, governance, and 

the promotion of democratic ideals. 

 

8. Remembering Professor Jadesola Akande (Nov 1940-

April 2008) as the Heroin of our Time 

No doubt, it has been difficult to fill the gap that Professor 

Jadesola Akande left behind more than 16 years after her 

death. At the Faculty of Law, Lagos State University where 

she not only built and strengthened the Law faculty and 

fostered high academic standards in her esteemed capacity as 

the pioneer Dean, but was also the first female Vice 

Chancellor of the Lagos State University University (LASU 

                                                 
37. Ibid. 

38. Late Prof. Jadesola Olayinka Debo-Akande, (OFR) DAWN Commission 

<https://dawncommission.org › www.archivi.ng>. accessed 5 April, 2026. 

 

http://www.archivi.ng/
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1988-1992). Her tenure brought infrastructural development, 

renewed vision, integrity, and progressive reforms.  

 The best way to remember her is for Nigerian women in 

proactively raising the bar through proactive advocacy to put 

women‖s issues are at the front burner in Nigeria. At a time 

like this in Nigeria when the National Assembly (NASS) is 

debating aspects of the Constitution for amendment, she would 

have been at the forefront of enlightening the NASS and also 

protesting their voting out the Gender Bill on also protesting 

their voting out the Gender Bill on the 1st March, 2022.39 

 In December 2005, Professor Jadesola, a Professor of Law 

and former Vice - Chancellor, was at the head of a body of 

women protesting against the unsafe skies that Nigeria had 

become, with the rash of plane crashes all over the country. 

The latest outrage was the Sosoliso plane crash that took away 

the lives of dozens of travelers including many school 

children.40 

 The Jadesola Akande led protest was to take the form of a 

walk from the Opic Plaza along the Mobolaji Bank Anthony 

Road to the Government Secretariat. The women were armed 

with nothing more than their head ties and placards but the 

authorities responded by sending the police to tear-gas the 

protesters and scatter them.41 

 When the adorable mother of Honourable Justice Adenike 

J Coker of the Lagos State Judiciary, was paid a condolence 

visit by Chief Gani Fawehinmi SAN, Professor Jadesola 

                                                 
39. Forever in our hearts -Professor Jadesola Akande 

<https://thestreetjournal.org/forever-in-our-hearts-professor-jadesola-

akande-15-11-1940-to-29-4-2008/. accessed 28 March, 2026. 

40. Special Tributes to Professor Jadesola Akande 

<http://squibcoverstory.blogspot.com/2008/05/special-tribute-to-professor-

jadesola.html>. accessed 6 April, 2026. 
41. Ibid. 

http://squibcoverstory.blogspot.com/2008/05/special-tribute-to-professor-jadesola.html
http://squibcoverstory.blogspot.com/2008/05/special-tribute-to-professor-jadesola.html
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Akande, the gender activist per excellence, confronted him and 

asked: 

 

Where are the ladies in your entourage. She 

remarked that some ladies in the legal 

profession are quite good and hardworking. It 

would be unfair to deny them their due simply 

because of their gender. 

 

 Fawehinmi then turned to Professor Akande‖s daughter, 

Justice Adenike Coker, saying, “as you can see, you‖re born 

by two great people with rare quality of character. Your father 

has left a legacy of impeccable integrity and principled life. 

You should be very proud of him because that is what we all 

pray for. Whenever we die, we should leave sound legacy that 

our children would be proud of.  

 Your mother is a rare woman with impeccable integrity, 

highly courageous and principled. Coming from both of them, 

you have a great challenge to sustain their legacies. And I 

believe you‖re up to the task, especially, as you operate from 

the Bench.” Though, Akande‖s challenge to Fawehinmi came 

as a surprise to many people, especially, at this period in time, 

some however, believed that the former university 

administrator has always been an evangelist of women‖s rights 

which she preaches with passion anywhere she finds herself.42 

 

                                                 
42. Ola Agbaje, Mourning Jadesola Akande tackles Gani Fawehinmi....―Employ 

more women in your law firm  

<https://groups.google.com/g/yorubaaffairs/c/zhYItaaltTA>. accessed 6 

April, 2026. 
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9. The Legacy of Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande at 

the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies  

Professor Akande brought her sterling intellectual feats into 

play when she served as the Director General of the Nigerian 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) succeeding 

Justice Akinola Aguda, primarily between 1983 and 1989 and 

brought rigorous scholarship to the field. Her legacy at the 

Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) is best 

understood through her remarkable impacts as Director 

General, scholar, and institutional reformer. Her tenure built 

on the Institute‖s mandate as Nigeria‖s apex legal research 

body and left enduring academic and policy footprints.43  

Key Achievements During Her Tenure:44 

 

 Law Reform and Policy: She enhanced NIALS‖ role in 

legislative drafting, policy analysis, and legal research for 

government institutions. Her work bridged the gap between 

academic legal theory and practical governance, bridging legal 

theory with practical application through support for law 

reform commissions and national committees. 

 Capacity Building: She fostered advanced legal training, 

notably through expanding the Institute's professional courses 

and specialized research activities. 

 Academic Excellence: Under her leadership, the Institute 

solidified its status as the premier centre for postgraduate legal 

scholarship (LL.M and Ph.D. in Law Legislative Drafting) in 

Nigeria.  

                                                 
43. ThisDayLive Newspapers. 9th April, 2026. 

44. <https://www.google.com/search?q=Key+Achievements+During+Her+Tenure. 

accessed 10th April, 2026. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Key+Achievements+During+Her+Tenure
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 Strengthened NIALS as a national think-tank for law reform 

and policy formulation and passionately promoted the 

Institute‖s core mandate of advancing legal research, training, 

and advisory services to government and institutions. She 

consolidated NIALS reputation as a widely acclaimed centre of 

postgraduate legal scholarship in Nigeria. 

 Interdisciplinary Research: Encouragement of research 

combining legal studies with democracy, governance, and 

gender empowerment 

  Encouragement of research combining legal studies with 

democracy, governance, and gender empowerment. 

Other Key Contributions and Impact include 45 

 Gender-Sensitive Scholarship and Inclusion: She integrated 

gender perspectives into legal discourse and fostered an 

inclusive legal environment within NIALS and beyond, 

focusing heavily on women's rights and development. 

 Institutional Leadership: Under her leadership, she bolstered 

NIALS' capacity to provide authoritative advice on 

constitutional and legal reforms to the government.Her 

enduring impact is visible today in NIALS‖ research culture, 

advancement of legal studies institutional structures, and 

continued relevance in Nigeria‖s legal and policy landscape. 

Professor Akande was a foremost constitutional law scholar 

and her intellectual prowess influenced NIALS research 

outputs as well as helped to position NIALS publications as 

authoritative references in Nigerian legal scholarship. As a 

trailblazing academic, she institutionalized gender-sensitive 

legal scholarship, advanced social justice, and led critical legal 

reforms, leaving an indelible impact on legal education, 

                                                 
45. Ibid. 
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mentorship, and government advisory roles.46 Professor 

Akande‖s academic pursuits continue to inspire and influence 

legal education, women's rights and national development in 

Nigeria.47 

 

10.  Public Service and National Contributions 

Beyond the university environment, Professor Akande also 

contributed to national policy discussions and institutional 

governance. She served on the Constitutional Review 

Committee of 1987, participating in deliberations connected to 

Nigeria‖s constitutional development. These roles 

demonstrated the range of her influence across academia, 

national policy discussions, and institutional leadership. 

  

Late Professor Jadesola Akande deserved to be richly honored. 

As a human rights activist, she led and participated in several 

advocacy campaigns ranging from violence against women, 

rights of women to participate in politics and governance.48 

She influenced many of government‖s positive decisions in the 

areas of education, national gender policy and political 

participation and championed women's rights, 

constitutionalism and legal education.  Her enduring impact of 

                                                 
46.<https://www.google.com/search?q=%0D%0AAI+Overview%0D%0AProfe

ssor+Jadesola+Akande>. accessed 9 April, 2026. 

47.  Celebrate Jadesola Akande- Legal-education 

<https://greatnigeria.net/celebrate/jadesola-akande-legal-education. 

accessed 4 April, 2026. 

48. Remembering Profesor Jadesola Akande OFR, the Women Law and 

Development Centre-Nigeria 

<https://www.facebook.com/ReportYourself/posts/remembering-prof-

jadesola-akande-ofr-the-women-law-and-development-centre-nigeri/> 

accessed 25th March, 2026. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=%0D%0AAI+Overview%0D%0AProfessor+Jadesola+Akande
https://www.google.com/search?q=%0D%0AAI+Overview%0D%0AProfessor+Jadesola+Akande
https://greatnigeria.net/celebrate/jadesola-akande-legal-education
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her leadership and outstanding academic achievements will 

continue to resonate for years to come. 49 

 Professor Akande influenced many of government‖s 

positive decisions in the areas of education, constitutionalism, 

national gender policy and political participation. She occupied 

an enviable place in Nigerian history as the woman widely 

recognised as the country‖s first female Professor of Law.50 

She deserves to be remembered not only for reaching a historic 

academic milestone, but also for using her position to lay a 

solid foundation for the development of constitutional law, 

support for women‖s rights, and making substantial 

contributions to access to justice. 

 Professor Akande was a pioneering Nigerian legal scholar and 

university leader whose work in constitutional law, legal aid, and 

women‖s advocacy and left a lasting national legacy.51  Professor 

Jadesola Olayinka Akande occupied a respected place in 

Nigerian history as the woman widely recognised as the 

country‖s first female professor of law. Her career combined 

scholarship, public service, university leadership, and 

advocacy for women‖s advancement at a time when senior 

positions in law and academia were still overwhelmingly 

dominated by men.52 

 Her influence extended across classrooms, public 

institutions, and legal reform discussions. She was 

remembered not only for reaching a historic academic 

milestone, but also for using her position to strengthen legal 

                                                 
49. Sahara Reporters 19  November ,  2018. 
50. Ibid. 

51. Gbolade Akinwale, “Jadesola Akande, The Woman Who Became Nigeria‖s 

First Female Professor of Law” <https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-

akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/> 

accessed 4 April, 2026. 

52. Ibid. 

https://web.facebook.com/ReportYourself?__tn__=-UC
https://historicalnigeria.com/author/gbolade-akinwale/
https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/accessed
https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/accessed
https://historicalnigeria.com/jadesola-akande-the-woman-who-became-nigerias-first-female-professor-of-law/accessed
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education, support women‖s rights, and broaden access to 

justice.53  

 Professor Jadesola Akande died on 29 April 2008, leaving 

behind a legacy that continues to influence Nigerian legal 

scholarship, women‖s rights advocacy and the development of 

higher education. Her career stands as a reminder that the 

advancement of education and justice often depends on 

individuals willing to use their knowledge and positions to 

strengthen institutions and expand opportunity for others.54 

Professor Akande has left an indelible mark on legal 

scholarship in Nigeria. Her legacy—if carefully built upon—

could shape the future of intellectual discourse on 

Constitutional Law in Nigeria for years to come.  Professor 

Jadesola Akande‖s story reflects the power of education, 

determination, and public service. Her rise to become 

Nigeria‖s first female professor of law marked a turning point 

in the country‖s academic history, yet her legacy reaches far 

beyond that milestone. Through teaching, legal scholarship, 

advocacy for women‖s rights, and leadership within 

universities and NIALS, she demonstrated how a combination 

of high-level scholarship, advocacy for women‖s rights, and 

university leadership can effect societal change. Her legacy 

embodies the nexus of intellectualism, justice, and national 

development knowledge and leadership can shape society.55 

 

 

 

                                                 
53. Ibid. 

54. “Jadesola Akande, The Woman who became Nigeria's first female 

Professor” <https://historicalnigeria.com>. accessed 9th April, 2026. 
55. “Through teaching, egalscholarship and Advocacy for Women” 

<https://www.google.com/search?q=Through+teaching%2C+legal+scho

larship%2C+advocacy+for+women%>. 

https://historicalnigeria.com/
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11. Concluding Remarks 

Nigeria is evolving and surging towards a new direction of 

national recovery and rebirth.56 We miss the likes of Professor 

Jadesola Akande‖s presence and her intellectual contributions 

during this auspicious times of unbroken years of Nigeria‖s 

democratic rule where our gains are nevertheless undermined 

by persistent issues. Party ideology remains weak, with 

politics driven more by personalities, patronage, and access to 

state resources than by clear policy alternatives. Frequent 

defections, often without consequences, have blurred 

ideological lines and weakened opposition strength, raising 

concerns about a drift toward a dominant-party system.57 

 There is also a widening trust gap between citizens and the 

political class. Many Nigerians feel disconnected from 

governance due to economic hardship, perceived electoral 

irregularities, and unfulfilled campaign promises. Nigeria‖s 

democracy remains a work in progress. Its future will depend 

on strengthening institutions, enforcing accountability, 

promoting issue-based politics, and rebuilding public trust. 

Without these, political development may continue to advance 

in form, but not in substance.58 

 First, strong institutions must take precedence over strong 

individuals, an independent judiciary, credible electoral 

                                                 
56. Politics/Nigeria‖s-Democracy remains a work in progress 

<https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-

progress/> accessed 2 April, 2026. 

57. Ibid. 

58. Ibid.  

 

https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-progress/%20accessed%202
https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-progress/%20accessed%202
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bodies, and a legislature capable of effectively checking 

executive power. Second, there must be adherence to the rule 

of law and accountability, where leaders are subject to the law 

and corruption is decisively addressed. Third, governance 

must be inclusive, ensuring that all regions and groups feel 

represented. Fiscal federalism is also essential, allowing 

subnational governments greater control over resources while 

maintaining national cohesion.59 

 While Nigeria has made remarkable progress in promoting 

constitutionalism, the rule of law, and democratic governance, 

challenges such as corruption, weak institutions, electoral 

malpractices, poor implementation of laws and political 

interference persist. Strengthening institutions, ensuring 

accountability, and promoting civic education are essential 

steps toward deepening democracy and good governance in 

Nigeria. 

 For democratic governance to thrive in Nigeria, the people 

must be vigilant and demand accountability from the leaders. It 

has been proven that the strength of a democracy is only as 

great as the will of the people to uphold it.‟ Nigeria has the 

potential (human and material resources) to translate to a great 

democracy if the politicians (and the people) can change their 

mind-sets and learn to play ethical politics that adds good value 

to the system. This entails a paradigm shift in the manner in 

which Nigeria is governed.60 

 The legacy of Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande is one 

of intellectual excellence, integrity, and national impact. She 

not only shaped Nigerian constitutional law but also 
                                                 
59. Politics/Nigeria‖s-Democracy remains a work in progress 

<https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-

progress/>. accessed 23 March, 2026. 

60. Annual Report on the Human Rights situation in Nigeria. CDHR. (2001). 

 

https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-progress/.%20accessed
https://guardian.ng/politics/nigerias-democracy-remains-a-work-in-progress/.%20accessed
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strengthened the foundations of democracy and the rule of law. 

Her work remains relevant in contemporary legal discourse 

and continues to inspire both legal practitioners and scholars in 

Nigeria and beyond. Her career helped normalize the presence 

of women in exalted leadership positions  and a towering 

personality who  inspired later generations of female judges, 

advocates, and legal scholars in Nigeria. Today, her name 

continue to resonate as a reference point on intellectual 

discourse on gender equality, access to justice and the 

historical evolution of constitutional law in Nigeria. 

 There is no better way to remember this great intellectual 

colossus than to sustain a memorial lecture of this nature in her 

honour especially at this auspicious time of Nigeria‖s fledgling 

democracy. As we remember this our great Professor, mentor 

and Human Rights activist, this is clarion call on Nigerians not 

to relent in their advocacy to ensure more women participation 

in leadership and decision- making in every area, particularly 

politics and good democratic governance. The present and 

future generations have a lot to learn from her impactful life, 

rich professional career, cherished account of stewardship, 

giant academic exploits and doggedness.  

 For Professor Jadesola Akande, a woman of many firsts, 

for a trail blazer who came, saw and conquered, for a great 

scholar and gender activist per excellence, for a rare mentor 

and teacher of teachers who served as a source of inspiration 

for the present and future generations, for an exemplary leader 

and rare gem whose milestone doubled as a sharp lens on legal 

education, gender law, social justice and constitutional law‖s 

transformative force in Nigeria and beyond, for an intellectual 

giant whose works exemplified the true essence of legal 

education in Nigeria, the great educationist, with a rare 

combination of scholarship, advocacy, and institutional 
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reforms,  for a great amazon whose scholarly publications 

reshaped the narrative around women‖s rights, an icon in legal 

and policy discourse, For the Iron Lady of Lagos State 

University and heroine of courage, integrity, and an 

unwavering commitment to justice, the gender activist of wits 

and guts who elegantly maintained an impactful and  illustrious 

career  laced with deep sense of commitment, collegiality, 

deep sense of duty and who left indelible marks wherever she 

served; for a woman of integrity-driven leadership in the 

academia;  for a transformative and astute educational 

administrator  who helped to redefine women‖s place in Law 

and leadership, shaped legal education and expanded 

opportunities for women in Nigeria;  for an erudite scholar of 

incredible feats in academia who leveraged her expertise in 

constitutional law to drive institutional growth, mentorship, 

and high academic standards; for a woman of substance and 

virtues immortalizing Professor Jadesola Olayinka Debo- 

Akande with a scholarly event of this magnitude is a sine qua 

non to cherish her and keep her in our evergreen memory as 

well as sustain the NIALS vision of striving for global 

standards in legal scholarship, a solid foundation laid by Late 

Professor Jadesola Akande during her tenure there.  

 Without any iota of doubts, Professor Jadesola Akande 

exemplified these qualities during her lifetime. Her legacy is 

not only in what she had built, but more importantly in what 

others have become because they have watched her, learned 

from her and risen through the force of her sterling examples. 

The comments of William Shakespeare‖s timeless words—

“Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have 

greatness thrust upon them”61—aptly capture the academic 

odyssey  of Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande.  

                                                 
61. William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night. 



 26 

Adieu, Professor Jadesola Olayinka Akande, the enviable 

daughter of Chief V A Esan, a renowned lawyer in Ibadan and 

Wuraola Esan - a trailblazing educationist and Iyalode of 

Ibadan, the dutiful wife of Debo Akande SAN and adorable 

mother of Hon0urable Justice Adenike Coker of the Lagos 

State Judiciary, Funmi Opesanmi; Adedayo Akande and 

Adebola Akande, may the gentle and intellectual soul of 

Professor Jadesola Akande continue to rest in perfect peace. 

May her legacies remain evergreen in our memory and forever 

in our hearts, Amen. 

 Congratulations to NIALS for this epoch making event and 

sustainability of your noble vision as Nigeria‖s apex institution 

for research and advanced studies in law.  

 

 

Thank you for listening. 

Professor Olaide Abass Gbadamosi 

Senior Advocate of Nigeria 

Faculty of Law 

Osun State University, Nigeria 

olaide.gbadamosi@uniosun.edu.ng 

Tel: 08037171817; 08084083160 

                                                                                                                  
<https://shakespeare.mit.edu/twelfth_night/full.html.> accessed 9th April, 

2026. 

https://shakespeare.mit.edu/twelfth_night/full.html
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