WELCOME REMARKS BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 2026 NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES (NIALS) FOUNDERS’ DAY LECTURE, HELD AT AYO AJOMO AUDITORIUM, NIALS UNILAG CAMPUS, AKOKA LAGOS.31ST MARCH 2026.

Protocols…..
PROBING TO PROVIDE KNOWLEDGE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
It is my honour, on behalf of the Governing Council, Management, and Staff of the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, to extend a warm welcome to everyone gathered here for the 2026 Founders’ Day Lecture of the Institute. 
I would like to express my gratitude for the efforts and support of the distinguished Guest of Honour, the Chief Justice of the Federation and Chairman of our council, my lord, the Hon. Justice Kudirat Motonmori Olatokunbo Kekere-Ekun, GCON, FNIALS,for agreeing to gracethis occasion withyour esteemed presence until the exigencies of your lordship's office determined otherwise.  My Lord, for me personally and for the Institute, your ever-readiness to act in the Institute's best interests remains priceless and deeply appreciated. Chairman of today’s occasion- Professor Joash Ojo Amupitan, SAN, chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), we beckoned with very short notice as a long-time friend and mentor and former member of the Institute’s Council, and you responded positively with your presence. I am convinced that, beyond the personal and institutional friendship, your acceptance to Chair this lecture, despite your very tight schedules, is informed by our shared belief in the possibility of the Nigerian nation. Accountable governance is premised on civic participation and the rule of law, while the test gauge of the two pillars is a credible electoral system, which can also be made or marred by the digital evolution. We are indeed honoured by and grateful for your presence, at your own cost. 
Commemorating Founders’ Day is a time-honoured tradition of the Institute. As the brainchild of the Nigerian Association of Law Teachers (NALTestb. 1962), the Institute’s establishment was mootedin 1966 to address the resource deficit in the very few law faculties then in existence. But implementing the recommendation did not come without problems, including stalled processes related to the Nigerian Civil War.Our founding fathers fought long and hard to achieve the dream with the official opening on the 17th of March, 1979. Hence, Founders’ Day is set aside to honour and recognise the delegates of the 1966 NALT conference who cultivated the dream, and the likes of Judge Teslim Olawale Elias and Akinola Aguda, who diligently worked toward its fulfilment. We must also remember the contributions of Michael Jegede, Justices Mohammed Bello, Karibi Whyte, M. L. Uwais, S.M.A. Belgore, Ayo Ajomo, Richard Akinjide, Prince Bola Ajibola, Prof. Zaki Mustapha, Oluwole Odumosu, Alfred Kasumu, and others of their kind, who have also watered the grounds that successive generations continue to work tirelessly to enhance. These befitting accolades will be incomplete without the mention of our successive Directors-General- Hon Dr. T. A. Aguda, Prof. M.A. Ajomo, Prof I. A.Ayua SAN of blessed memory, Prof D. A. Guodadia, HRM the Asagba of Asaba, Prof Epiphany Azinge SAN, Prof. A. O. Adekunle SAN,and Prof.M. T.Ladan, who, like our original founding founders, have passed the beaming touch of the quest for evidence-based knowledge that makes the difference.
Apart from marking this historic event, we have come to associate Founders’ Day with a time for introspection.As we reflect on our journey thus far as an Institute, we can confidently assert that our founding fathers, for numerous reasons, have every right to take pride in what their dream has evolved into today. The Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) is the apex institute for legal research and advanced legal studies in Nigeria,comprising the finest law teachers and researchers worldwide. We serve as an independent institutional adviser to the Government across all arms and tiers, on legal policy and law reform. The Institute has been and continues to be engaged in some of the most significant socio-legal research on contemporary subjects of national and global importance, firmly establishing itself as a think tank for policy formulation in law and related disciplines. It serves as a world-class centre of excellence for training legislative draftsmen and boasts the most distinguished assembly of Fellows of any legal research institution worldwide. Furthermore, it continues to foster an enabling environment for budding scholars through its general and bespoke continuing legal education courses and its postgraduate programmes. My first encounter with NIALS is a living testament to this bold assertion. On the eve of introducing the Islamic Financial system in Nigeria in 2011, there was a heated national debate on whether it was an Islamisation agenda, and a lot of misconceptions and misinformation were spreading around. NIALS, under the leadership of HRM, the Asagba of Asaba, convened a one-day workshop, and I was invited as an expert in the field. My presentation that day,  on this same podium, saved the day,and the Nigerian public became better informed. Today, IFS has had a significant impact on financial inclusion, economic growth, and national development in Nigeria, and NIALS has been a veritable platform for its actualisation.
Over the past year, the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies has continued to excel in its mandate, achieving significant milestones that underscore its commitment to excellence. Through strategic collaborations and partnerships, we have provided support to various government entities and private organisations on law and allied matters. We would like to thank MDAs such as the Nigerian Communications Commission, NIMASA, and the Plateau State Ministry of Justice for their continued engagement with the Institute. We are also grateful to our non-governmental strategic partners,including ECOWAS, the MacArthur Foundation, UNICEF, UNODC, the International Law Association, and the Nelson Mandela School at the University of Cape Town.
As Nigeria's apex institution for legal research, we have conducted impactful research in areas such as criminal justice administration, money laundering reforms, environmental justice, and consumer rights protection. For instance, our recently concluded MacArthur-funded project, Supporting the understanding and compliance with the Administration of Criminal Justice Act and Administration of Criminal Justice Laws, was instrumental in advancing improved implementation of criminal justice reforms across several states. Under this project, at least 15 policy bulletins on criminal justice reformsand 6 Case Digests were published.Technical support was also provided for drafting 23 Rules of Courts and Practice Directions as part of the project's outputs and deliverables. Our research findings for this project and others have been disseminated through various publications, including books, monographs, and policy bulletins, contributing to the development of policy and law.
The Institute has also contributed to capacity building for the bar and bench by delivering continuing legal education courses, specialised legal education courses, and donor-funded capacity-building events. In 2025 alone, the Institute trained 972 participants across 31 capacity-building and training events comprising 14 general, 9 specialised, and 8 donor-funded programmes. This number does not include participants at free public events, such as lectures, policy roundtables, and hybrid seminars, held to enhance public awareness and understanding of diverse subject areas. These achievements and many others demonstrate our unwavering commitment to advancing legal knowledge, promoting good governance, and contributing to Nigeria's socio-economic development. As we commemorate our Founders' Day, we reflect on these successes and reaffirm our dedication to excellence in all we do.
Our successes have not come without challenges- the current economic inflation trends, high attrition rate connected to the prevalent ‘japa syndrome’, as well as our squatter status in our Abuja office – all these invariably affect staff morale and translate to sub-optimal productivity.  However, our successes outshine our struggles as we seek new and more effective ways to overcome them. To my esteemed NIALS family, you will recall that I became the head of this family at a time when the workforce's morale was low. While we have remained squatters in Abuja, the Lagos office has been grieving abandonment. I promised you an improved welfare and a sense of belonging. You are the judge of the fulfillment of the welfare promise, yet holding this lecture in Lagos this year is another promise fulfilled, and I can feel the vibe of rejuvenation brought about by your preparation. At this point, let me share some good news with you. The NIALS duplex property at Dolphine Estate,which we have almost lost in a battle that has taken over 16 years, has been recovered by a team of our committed staff led by the Director of Research, Professor Emmanuel Okon, the Law firm of Alhaji Ibrahim Abullahi & Co, led by Mr. Adetunji Oyeyipo, SAN, and the EFCC. The handing-over ceremony is scheduled for tomorrow. The law firm’s justice-driven style of practice is highly appreciated.
We are bolstered by the unwavering support of our supervising Minister, Attorney-General of the Federation,and Hon. Minister of Justice. Learned HAGF, while we express our profound gratitude for the support you have continued to provide, we appeal for a further push to release the funds you facilitatedfor the purchase of a temporary office building and for presidential interventions to complete the institute's headquarters in Abuja.We also use this opportunity to thank the management of the Supreme Court, our landlord in Abuja, for decades. You have been wonderful hosts to us, and we are grateful. 
Our commitment to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR,administration's legal reform agenda drives us to work diligently not only in support of government programs and activities but also within our broader mandate to ensure access to justice and the rule of law. Above all, we take pride in being patriotic Nigerians, confident in our intellectual capabilities to serve as catalysts for change and agents in advancing the frontiers of law for the growth and development of our nation.
I would like to extend a warm welcome to our esteemed Founders’ Day Lecturer, Prof.Theodore Bala Maiyaki, SAN, and thank him profoundly for graciously accepting our invitation to deliver the lecture. Without anticipating the citation that will be presented shortly, I can affirm, based on our previous academic intersections, that our guest lecturer is an insightful and committed scholar who is delivering on a subject that is both timely and significant to the advancement of our nation.Considering his impressive background, I firmly believe that we could not have chosen a more distinguished scholar to deliver the lecture.

The platform has been made available for him to address the topic “Civic Participation, Rule of Law and Accountable Governance in a Digital Era.” The themeis particularly significant as it highlights the intersection of technology, governance, and civic engagement.In today's digital age, NIALS recognises the ever-growing significance of technology and technological tools across various spaces, including civic participation in governance. The Institute's mandateto promote public enlightenment and improve knowledge is crucial in this regard, empowering citizens to engage meaningfully in the democratic process.
Through this lecture, we aim to contribute to the national discourse on the role of digital technologies in promoting good governance while protecting human rights and ensuring the rule of law. We believe that by working together, we can build a more just, equitable, and prosperous society.As we navigate the complexities of the digital era, NIALS remains committed to promoting knowledge, transparency, and accountability, and we look forward to the insights to be shared today.I am optimistic that long after the lecture has concluded, its lessons will continue to resonate in learned and discerning minds and shake the course of our democratic process and national development.
I sincerely appreciate the entire NIALS family, especially the organising committee of this lecture, for the unalloyed cooperation I have enjoyed since my appointment as the Director General. It is on that note that we extend, with great pleasure, a warm welcome to each and every one of you at the 2026 Founders’ Day Lecture of the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies. As always, we remain ever questioning and ever probing in our quest to provide Knowledge that makes the difference.

Thank you.

PROF. ABDULQADIR IBRAHIM ABIKAN, 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL,
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